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RUTGERS-EAGLETON POLL FINDS NEW JERSEYANS 
WANT NEW GOVERNOR TO CUT TAXES BUT NOT SURE IT WILL BE DONE 

 
Respondents Mixed as to State’s Future with Gov-Elect Chris Christie 

 

NEW BRUNSWICK, N.J. – Nearly half of New Jersey residents want to see Governor-elect 

Chris Christie cut taxes in his first year in office, according to a new Rutgers-Eagleton Poll taken 

after the November 3 election. Fewer than one in ten (6%) think it is very likely that taxes will be 

cut, while about half (49%) think it is somewhat likely. At the same time only 29% believe the 

future of New Jersey after Christie’s election will be better than it was, with 26% saying it will 

remain the same and 21% projecting the future to be worse. Nearly a quarter (24%) did not want 

to venture a guess about the future after the election. 

The poll of 903 New Jersey adults was fielded November 6-10 and has a margin of error 

of +/-3.3 percentage points. The poll included interviews with 451 respondents who had been 

previously interviewed before the election and 452 new respondents. 

 

New Jerseyans want their Taxes Cut – No other Priority Comes Close 

The poll asked both voters and nonvoters to identify what they believe should be the new 

governor’s top priority next year. Cutting property taxes led the way at 27 percent, followed by 

cutting other taxes at 20 percent. Reducing unemployment (10 percent) and supporting public 

education and fighting corruption (each 6 percent) trailed the tax cuts. 

Christie voters were much more likely than those who voted for Governor Jon Corzine to 

make tax cuts their priority, 56 percent to 36 percent. Corzine voters were much more likely to 

name supporting public education as the priority, 9% to 1%. 

 Residents are somewhat cynical about their named priorities actually getting done next 

year, however. Only 8 percent believe it is very likely that their priority will get accomplished, 

while 46 percent think it is somewhat likely. Even Christie voters are not all that certain, with 

only 14 percent saying very likely and 61 percent saying somewhat likely. 
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 Respondents who prioritize cutting taxes are even less certain – only 5% think it is very 

likely property taxes will be cut, while 46% think it is somewhat likely. They are a little more 

likely to believe other taxes will be cut, with 8% saying very likely and 53% somewhat likely. 

 “Taxes are clearly on the minds of New Jerseyans,” said David Redlawsk, director of the 

Rutgers-Eagleton Poll and professor of political science. “While that’s not surprising, it is 

interesting how even a large percentage of Corzine voters want Christie to cut taxes in the next 

year. However, at the same time, people are pretty uncertain as to whether this can even be done. 

This suggests that while the pressure will be on Christie to take visible action on taxes, few will 

be surprised if little actually changes.” 

 

Residents Strongly Support Closing the Budget Gap by Reducing Spending 

 With New Jersey facing a projected budget deficit of $8 billion and Christie bound by the 

state constitution to balance it, the poll asked how that might be accomplished. Well over half of 

residents call for a reduction in spending, while only about one-quarter support a tax increase. 

Another 6 percent support a mix of spending cuts and tax increases. 

 Among those who favor spending cuts, about 25 percent admit they do not know what 

should be cut. Another 10 percent simply give a nonfocused “cut spending” response. Almost a 

quarter (23 percent) believe that spending cuts should start with reducing waste and inefficiency, 

9 percent mention cutting government employee pay and benefits, and another 9 percent call for 

a cut in government jobs. Corzine voters are more likely to look for savings in waste and 

inefficiency (32 percent) compared to Christie voters (22 percent), while 10 percent of Christie 

voters cite program cuts as a way to save money, compared to only 4 percent of Corzine voters. 

 “There is a clear sense that government spending in New Jersey is out of control,” said 

Redlawsk, “and residents do not see taxes as the way to solve the budget problem. But people in 

New Jersey also have no real sense of how to go about making the needed cuts. And when we 

tell them that the budget gap is $8 billion, they are slightly more likely to support tax increases of  

some kind than when they are not informed about the size of the gap (34 percent to 30 percent).  

But overall, the mandate for cutting spending is clear, if unfocused.” 

 

Christie Wins on Turnout, Partisan Support, and Independents 

While a larger percentage of poll respondents said they voted than was true of the general 

population, the results show that Christie benefited from increased turnout among Republicans, 
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less party drop-off, and overwhelming support from independents. In the Poll, 70% of Democrats 

said they voted, compared to 87% of Republicans. And Christie won 88% of all Republican 

votes, while Corzine won only 79% of Democrats. Independent Chris Daggett drew much more 

heavily from Democrats, winning 11% of Democrats and only 3% of Republicans. Examining 

racial and ethnic voting, Christie won 52% of white voters, 32% of Latino voters, and 12% of 

black voters in the Poll. 

“We always say it ahead of time, but turnout was absolutely the key to this election,” said 

Redlawsk. “The turnout gap between Republicans and Democrats was 17 points among our 

respondents, and the additional cohesiveness of Republicans added to Christie’s victory. Had 

Democrats even come within 10 points of Republican turnout, it would have closed the gap 

between Corzine and Christie.” 

The Poll shows that voters were just as likely to say they voted against other candidates 

as to say they voted for their candidate. This election was as much about Corzine as anything, 

noted Redlawsk. While 51% of Christie voters said they cast their vote more for him, 44% said 

they were voting against the other candidates. Moreover, fully 72% of Daggett voters cast their 

vote as a protest against the others. 

A Rutgers-Eagelton Poll taken about three weeks before the election showed independent 

Chris Daggett with 20% support. On election day, his support dropped to about 6%. The new 

Poll asked the 92% of respondents who did not vote for Daggett why they did not choose him. 

More than a quarter (27%) said the main reason was they knew little or nothing about him. 

Another 25% said they did not vote for him because Daggett could not win. Only 13% said it 

was because of his policies and 10% said they voted for their party. 

“Despite the attention Daggett received in the last few weeks of the campaign, a large 

share of New Jersey voters still knew nothing about him, and for those who did, there was real 

concern about wasting their votes,” said Redlawsk. “Thus we saw the typical result for an 

independent – a high water mark a few weeks out and then steady decline to the election.” 

 

Open Space wins by a Nose 

 Voters in the Poll supported the open space bond 52%-48%, close to the election day 

result of 53%-47%. Democrats were much more likely to vote for open space, with nearly three-

quarters voting yes. Only 38% of Republicans and 43% of independents said they supported the 

bond issue. The results were similar by Governor candidate, with 35% of Christie voters, 74% of 

Corzine voters, and 50% of Daggett voters in support of the bond. The bond was strongly 
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supported in urban areas, while strongly opposed in the shore areas. Exurban and suburban 

voters were evenly split with 51% support in the suburbs and 49% support in the exurbs. 

 “Our October Poll showed the vote much closer than other polling in the run up to the 

election,” said Redlawsk. “We had a statistical tie while others called an easy win. The 

difference was that voters clearly had the costs of the bond issue – the fact that it requires 

borrowing money – on their minds when they voted. Fortunately for those supporting the bond, 

extremely strong urban and Democratic support overcame reluctance in other parts of the state 

and among Republicans. 

 

 
QUESTIONS AND TABLES BEGIN ON THE NEXT PAGE
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Rutgers-Eagleton Poll November 6-10, 2009 
Questions and Tables 

 
The questions covered in the release of November 12, 2009 are list below. Column percentages 
may not add to 100% due to rounding. All percentages are of New Jersey adults. 
 
 
Many people were not able to vote in the recent election for Governor because they got sick 
or they just did not have time. Which of the following statements best describes you? 
N=903 

     ALL  DEM IND REP 
I voted in the election   72%  70% 65% 87% 
I tried to vote but wasn’t able to   8%   11%   8%   6% 
I did not try to vote    19%  19% 26%   6% 
 

 
For whom did you vote for Governor? Was it [ROTATE: Jon Corzine, Chris Christie, 
Chris Daggett], or some other candidate?  
N=589 
   ALL  DEM IND REP WHITE  BLACK  LATINO  ASIAN 

Corzine 45%  79% 25% 88% 38% 82% 56% 63%  
Christie 46%    9% 54%   9% 52% 12% 32% 37% 
Daggett   8%   11% 20%    3%   9%   6% 12%   0% 

 
   M F URBAN SUBURB EXURB PHILA  SHORE 

Corzine 44% 47% 66% 51% 33% 46% 34% 
Christie 49% 43% 31% 40% 53% 43% 49% 
Daggett   7%  10%   3%    8% 13% 11%   7% 

 
 
[ASKED OF THOSE WHO DID NOT VOTE FOR DAGGETT:] What was the main 
reason you did NOT vote for independent Chris Daggett? [DO NOT READ RESPONSES; 
CODE TO BEST MATCH] [Voters Only] 
N=541 
 
      ALL CHRISTIE CORZINE 

Knew little or nothing about him  27%  20%  33% 
Daggett could not win   25%  31%  18% 
Dislike Daggett’s policies  13%  15%  11% 
I am a Democrat/Republican   10%    7%  12% 
Just liked another candidate better   8%    7%  10% 
Dislike Daggett (as a person)     5%    6%    5% 
Daggett would not do a good job    2%    3%    2% 
Other       5%    6%    3% 
Don’t Know      6%    3%    6% 
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Would you say your vote was more for [CANDIDATE CHOICE] or more against the other 
candidates? [Voters Only] 
N=589 
 

     ALL CHRISTIE CORZINE DAGGETT 
More for candidate   54%   51%  63%  28% 
Against the opposing candidates 43%  44%  35%  72% 

 
 
 

Did you vote for or against borrowing 400 million dollars to fund open space or did you not 
vote on this issue? [Voters Only] 
N=455 
 
   ALL DEM IND REP CHRISTIE CORZINE DAGGETT 

For  52% 74% 43% 38% 35%  74%  50%  
Against 48% 26% 57% 62% 65%  26%  50% 

 
   URBAN EXURB  SUBURB  PHILA  SHORE 

For  73% 49% 51% 62% 36%   
Against 27% 52% 49% 38% 64% 

 
 
 
Is the future of New Jersey after the election of Chris Christie as governor better, about the 
same, or worse than it was? 
N=902 
 
   ALL DEM IND REP CHRISTIE CORZINE DAGGETT 

Better  29%   9% 27% 69% 62%    6%    6%   
Same  26% 30% 31% 11% 18%  27%  42% 
Worse  21% 36% 16%   3%   3%  46%  22% 
DK  24% 24% 26% 16% 18%  22%  30% 
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In just a couple words please tell me the ONE most important thing you would like the new 
Governor to do in the next year? [OPEN ENDED; RECORD VERBATIM; CODE TO 
CATEGORIES] 
N=861 
 
     ALL  CHRISTIE CORZINE DAGGETT 

Cut property taxes  27%  33%  24%  31%  
Cut taxes (general)  20%  23%  12%  20% 
Reduce unemployment 10%    7%  11%    8% 
Support public education   6%    1%    9%    2% 
Fight corruption    6%    7%    5%    2% 
Balance budget    4%    4%    6%    4% 

 Affordable healthcare     4%    1%    3%    2% 
Reduce spending    4%    7%    2%    2% 
Improve economy    3%    3%    3%    4% 
Keep promises     1%    0%    2%    0% 
Help seniors     1%    1%    1%    0% 
Other    13%  12%  19%  20% 
 

 
How likely is it that this will actually get done? Is it very likely, somewhat likely, or not at 
all likely? 
N=822 
 
    ALL  CHRISTIE CORZINE DAGGETT  

Very Likely    8%  14%    5%    2% 
Somewhat Likely 46%  61%  31%  31% 
Not at all Likely 41%  21%  58%  59% 
Don’t Know    5%    4%    5%    6% 

 
      Governor should….. 
    Cut Prop Cut Tax Reduce Support  Fight 
    Tax  General Unemply Educ  Corrupt  

Very Likely    5%    8%  11%    7%  15% 
Somewhat Likely 46%  53%  57%  42%  40% 
Not at all Likely 44%  36%  25%  49%  46% 
Don’t Know    5%    3%    7%    2%      0% 
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[SPLIT BALLOT, RANDOM HALF FOR EACH VERSION] 
 [VERSION A] 
The state constitution requires New Jersey to balance its budget each year. To do this next 
year, should the governor: [ROTATE first two: reduce spending on government services, 
increase taxes to keep government services at current levels], or both reduce spending and 
increase taxes?  
N=470  
            ALL 
 Reduce spending for government services     62% 
 Increase taxes to keep government services where they are    7% 
 Reduce spending and increase taxes     23% 
 Don’t know  (Vol)           8% 
 
 
       CHRISTIE CORZINE DAGGETT 
 Reduce Spending    87%  43%  50% 
 Increase taxes       2%    7%  14% 
 Reduce Spending & Incr Taxes    9%  36%  29% 
 
 
[VERSION B] 
Next year, New Jersey’s 29 billion dollar budget will be short 8 billion dollars. However, the 
state constitution requires New Jersey to balance its budget each year. To do this next year, 
should the governor: [ROTATE first two: reduce spending for government services, 
increase taxes to keep government services at current levels], or both reduce spending and 
increase taxes?   
N=427 
            ALL 
 Reduce spending for government services     57%     
 Increase taxes to keep government services at current levels    6% 
 Reduce spending and increase taxes      28% 
 Don’t know  (Vol)           9% 
 
 
       CHRISTIE CORZINE DAGGETT 
 Reduce Spending    78%  35%  62% 
 Increase taxes       1%  11%    0% 
 Reduce Spending & Incr Taxes  17%  41%  33% 
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[ASKED OF THOSE WHO RESPONDED WITH “REDUCE SPENDING” (1 OR 3):] 
What is ONE thing you would like the new Governor to do to reduce spending?  Just tell 
me in a couple of words. [OPEN ENDED; RECORD VERBATIM; CODE TO 
CATEGORIES] 
N=579 

     ALL CHRISTIE CORZINE DAGGETT 
Reduce waste/inefficiency  23%  22%  32%  11%  
Cut Spending (non specific)  10%  11%  11%    8% 
Reduce Govt Empl Pay/Benefits   9%  12%    6%    6% 
Cut Govt Jobs      9%  10%    8%    6% 
Eliminate Corruption     6%    9%    6%    0% 
Cut programs      6%  10%    4%    0% 
Challenge/Renegotiate w/ Unions   2%    1%    3%  14% 
Other     11%  12%  10%  11% 
Don’t Know     25%  13%    21%  44% 
 

 
 
The Rutgers-Eagleton Poll was conducted from November 6-10, 2009 with a scientifically selected random sample 
of 903 New Jersey adults. Data are weighted to represent known parameters in the New Jersey population, including 
gender, age, race, education, and Hispanic ethnicity. All results are reported with these weighted data. 
 
This Poll included two samples. One was a random sample of 452 New Jersey adults, selected via random digit 
dialing of landline telephones in the state. The second sample was collected through call backs to a randomly 
selected 451 respondents from the 903 respondents in the Rutgers-Eagleton Poll of October 15-20, 2009. The 
original sample was randomly selected via random digit dialing of landlines in New Jersey. The two samples are 
combined for this report and weighted to reflect the demographics of the State of New Jersey as described above. 
  
All surveys are subject to sampling error, which is the expected probable difference between interviewing everyone 
in a population versus a scientific sampling drawn from that population. The sampling error for a sample of 903 
adults is +/-3.3 points, at a 95 percent confidence interval. Thus if 50 percent of New Jersey adults favored a 
particular position, one would be 95 percent sure that the true figure would be between 45.9 and 54.1 percent (50 + 
3.3) had all New Jersey adults been interviewed, rather than just a sample. Sampling error increases as the sample 
size decreases, so statements based on various population subgroups are subject to more error than are statements 
based on the total sample. Sampling error does not take into account other sources of variation inherent in public 
opinion studies, such as non-response, question wording or context effects. 
 
 

Weighted Sample Characteristics 
 (n=903) 

 
37% Dem   48% Male  31% 18-34  68% White 
40% Independent  52% Female  40% 35-54  11% Black 
22% Republican     29% 55+  13% Hispanic 
            6% Asian 
            2% Other 
 


