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GIULIANI AND CLINTON LEAD IN NEW JERSEY, BUT DYNAMICS DEFY 

CONVENTIONAL WISDOM  

Giuliani’s favorability rating tumbles, and the gender gap is less than gaping for Clinton    

 Former New York mayor Rudy Giuliani and U.S. Sen. Hillary Clinton hold sizable leads 

in the Garden State as they pursue their parties’ nominations for president, according to the latest 

Rutgers-Eagleton Poll. 

 But New Jersey voters are holding increasingly negative views of Giuliani, whose 

favorability rating has dropped 18 points since June 2006. That may be good news for Clinton, 

who has pulled into a virtual tie with Giuliani in terms of the general election in New Jersey. But 

her lead among women in a match-up with Giuliani is smaller than the leads that Al Gore and 

John Kerry held over George Bush in New Jersey at various points in the 2000 and 2004 

campaigns. 

 “Both of these elements bear watching as the 2008 campaign unfolds,” said Tim 

Vercellotti, director of the Rutgers-Eagleton Poll. “Giuliani may be seeing the effects of his 

transformation from Sept. 11 icon to presidential candidate. Clinton may need to focus more 
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effort on cultivating support among women than one would have expected for her historic 

candidacy.” 

 The telephone survey, conducted Aug. 2-7, 2007 with 891 New Jersey adults who said 

they are registered to vote, found Clinton well ahead of her rivals six months out from the Feb. 5, 

2008 Democratic primary in New Jersey. Forty-five percent of Democrats and those voters who 

lean Democratic said they would support Clinton in the primary, with 21 percent favoring U.S. 

Sen. Barack Obama and 16 percent backing 2004 Democratic vice-presidential nominee John 

Edwards. 

 On the Republican side, the results were even more lopsided. Sixty-one percent of voters 

identifying themselves as Republicans or leaning Republican said they would support Giuliani in 

the Feb. 5, 2008 Republican primary in New Jersey, placing him well ahead of U.S. Sen. John 

McCain with 10 percent and actor and former U.S. senator Fred Thompson with 8 percent. 

 Of the Democrats and Democratic-leaning voters who expressed a candidate preference, 

52 percent said they might change their minds between now and their party’s primary. Fifty-

seven percent of Republicans and Republican-leaning voters said the same thing. Among Clinton 

supporters, 48 percent said they might change their minds, as did 52 percent of Giuliani’s 

supporters. 

“Voters’ preferences in the primaries are far from set in stone, but it would take shifts of 

seismic proportions to make the primary races competitive in New Jersey,” Vercellotti said. 

General election match-ups between Giuliani and the two Democratic front-runners, 

Clinton and Obama, however, are a different story. The gaps between Giuliani and the 

Democrats range from 1 to 4 points, depending on the scenario. 



EP 162-1  Aug. 9, 2007 

 3

Clinton leads Giuliani 47 to 44 percent, just within the poll’s margin of sampling error of 

plus or minus 3.3 percent for a sample of 891 registered voters. When New York Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg is included in the match-up as an independent candidate, there is little change, with 

Clinton leading Giuliani by four points. 

The race is a virtual tie between Giuliani and Obama at the moment, with Giuliani 

leading Obama 45 percent to 43 percent. Giuliani leads Obama by 1 percentage point with 

Bloomberg in the race. 

The favorability ratings for the candidates offer insights into the dynamics of the 

presidential campaign in New Jersey. Fifty-four percent of registered voters said they hold a 

favorable view of Giuliani, down from 72 percent in June 2006. The percentage holding an 

unfavorable view of Giuliani climbed 14 points, to 31 percent, during that period. 

“Prior to entering the race, Giuliani was widely revered for his reassuring presence 

following the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks,” Vercellotti noted. “But voters appear to view Giuliani 

the candidate in a different light.” 

Even with the change in favorability rating, Giuliani still has the highest favorability 

score among the leading presidential candidates, followed by Clinton and Obama, each with 50 

percent. 

Women tend to view Clinton in a more negative light than Giuliani, even though 

Democratic presidential candidates typically hold a sizable advantage over Republican 

presidential candidates among women voters in New Jersey. Thirty-six percent of women said 

they hold an unfavorable view of Clinton, while 28 percent of women view Giuliani unfavorably. 

Roughly equal proportions of women view the two favorably, with 51 percent offering a positive 

view of Clinton and 53 percent saying the same of Giuliani. 
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The general election match-up between Giuliani and Clinton provides further evidence 

that Clinton’s current advantage among women is modest by historical standards. Clinton leads 

Giuliani 49 to 40 percent among women voters, while Giuliani has a 5-point edge over Clinton 

among men.  

Polls conducted by Eagleton during the 2000 and 2004 presidential campaigns found that 

Al Gore and John Kerry tended to hold double-digit leads over George Bush among women 

voters. 

Gender Gap in New Jersey in 2000 and 2004 
Democratic candidate’s 

lead among women Poll dates Sample 

Gore  + 8 % 2/28 – 3/9/2000 626 registered voters 
Gore  +16 % 6/8 – 6/13/2000 618 registered voters 
Gore  +21 % 9/6 – 9/13/2000 670 registered voters 
Gore  +18 % 10/12 – 10/15/2000 494 registered voters 
Kerry  +10 % 4/28 – 5/4/2004 643 registered voters 
Kerry  +25 % 7/30 – 8/4/2004 624 registered voters 
Kerry  +7 % 9/3 – 9/7/2004 738 registered voters 
Kerry  +16 % 10/1 – 10/6/2004 681 registered voters 
Kerry  +13 % 10/14 – 10/17/2004 805 registered voters 
Kerry  +5 % 10/27 – 10/29/2004 740 likely voters 

 

“Gore’s and Kerry’s largest leads occurred following the Democrats’ nominating 

conventions,” Vercellotti said. “Even so, they built fairly reliable double-digit leads among 

women in the months leading up to the election. One would expect the same to occur this time 

around, particularly given Clinton’s ground-breaking candidacy, but it hasn’t happened yet.” 

The poll results also show that most voters do not think Clinton’s gender helps or hurts 

her with voters. Nearly two-thirds said her gender doesn’t matter, while 12 percent said it would 

make voters more likely to vote for Clinton, and 21 percent said it would make voters less likely 

to support her. 
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The relative size of the gender gap also may be due to Giuliani’s strong showing among 

women voters. While Clinton leads Giuliani by 9 points among women, Obama is tied with 

Giuliani among women. Giuliani also leads both Clinton and Obama by 10 points among the all-

important independent voters, who have the potential to decide statewide elections in New 

Jersey.   

Poll results also showed that while New Jersey voters overwhelmingly disapprove of the 

job President Bush is doing, those sentiments don’t necessarily translate into votes for 

Democrats. Twenty-four percent of voters approve and 72 percent disapprove of the job Bush is 

doing as president, an all-time low for Bush in the Rutgers-Eagleton Poll. Among those voters 

disapproving of Bush, however, 32 percent support Giuliani in match-ups against Clinton or 

Obama. 

Among the key issues that voters said they will consider in making their choices, the war 

in Iraq was cited most often, by 37 percent of voters. Health care was cited by 13 percent, and 10 

percent pointed to the economy and jobs. 

In rating Clinton and Giuliani on the issues, voters said Giuliani would do a better job 

than Clinton in protecting the nation from terrorist attacks, 53 percent to 35 percent. Giuliani 

held only a 4-point edge over Clinton in managing the war in Iraq, 44 percent to 40 percent. And 

voters by large margins said Clinton would do a better job in two policy areas where Democrats 

traditionally run strong – making health care more affordable (61 percent said Clinton and 26 

percent said Giuliani) and improving education (57 percent said Clinton and 29 percent said 

Giuliani). 
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Voters also found Clinton to be more empathetic than Giuliani. Forty-nine percent said 

Clinton “cares more about the problems of people like you,” while 34 percent said the 

description best applies to Giuliani. 
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BACKGROUND MEMO – RELEASE (EP 162-1) AUGUST 9, 2007 
 

 
The latest Rutgers-Eagleton Poll was conducted Aug. 2-7, 2007 with a scientifically selected random 
sample of 1,002 New Jersey adults. This sample yielded 891 adult residents who said they are registered 
to vote in New Jersey. Unless otherwise noted, most of the figures in this release are based on the 
statewide sample of registered voters. Sampling and data collection were conducted by Braun Research, 
Princeton, NJ. 
 
All surveys are subject to sampling error, which is the expected probable difference between interviewing 
everyone in a population versus a scientific sampling drawn from that population. The sampling error for 
a sample of 1,002 adults is + 3.1 percent, at a 95 percent confidence interval. The margin of sampling 
error for 891 registered voters is + 3.3 percent. Thus if 50 percent of New Jersey registered voters were 
found to have a favorable opinion of a presidential candidate, one would be 95 percent sure that the true 
figure would be between 46.7 percent and 53.3 percent (50 + 3.3 percent) had all New Jersey registered 
voters been interviewed, rather than just a sample. Sampling error increases as the sample size decreases, 
so statements based on various population subgroups are subject to more error than are statements based 
on the total sample.  The following chart shows the relationship between sample size and sampling error.  
Sampling error does not take into account other sources of variation inherent in public opinion studies, 
such as non-response, question wording or context effects.  This background memo contains the verbatim 
wording of all questions featured in the release. 
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Please tell me if you have a favorable or unfavorable opinion of the following people.  If you haven’t 
heard of them or don’t have an opinion of them, just tell me and we’ll move on (PF1-PF7) [ROTATE 
PF1-PF7] 
 

 August 2007 Registered Voters 

  Favorable Unfavorable Haven’t heard 
No 

opinion DK/RF (n) 
Hillary Clinton       
Aug. 2007 
Registered voters 50% 38% 1% 11% 0% 891 

June 2006 
Registered voters 53% 36% 0% 10% 1% 699 

Barack Obama       
Aug. 2007  
Registered voters 50% 22% 5% 23% 0% 891 

John Edwards       
Aug. 2007 
Registered voters 41% 29% 7% 23% 1% 891 

Rudy Giuliani        
Aug. 2007 
Registered voters 54% 31% 2% 13% 0% 891 

June 2006 
Registered voters 72% 17% 2% 8% 1% 699 

John McCain       
Aug. 2007 
Registered voters 38% 32% 6% 22% 2% 891 

June 2006 
Registered voters 44% 34% 2% 18% 2% 699 

Mitt Romney       
Aug. 2007 
Registered voters 18% 25% 25% 29% 2% 891 

Fred Thompson       
Aug. 2007 
Registered voters 24% 19% 29% 26% 2% 891 
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GOP1. Next, I am going to read a list of names, and I can repeat the list if that helps. 
 New Jersey plans to hold its presidential primaries Feb. 5. If the Republican primary for 
 president were held today, which of the following would you support? [ROTATE NAMES] 
 
 (Asked of registered voters who identified themselves as Republicans or leaning Republican) 
 

 Aug. 
2007 

Rudy Giuliani 61% 
John McCain 10% 
Fred Thompson 8% 
Mitt Romney 5% 
Newt Gingrich 4% 
Ron Paul 2% 
Tommy Thompson 0% 
Duncan Hunter 0% 
Mike Huckabee 0% 
Tom Tancredo 0% 
Sam Brownback 0% 
Someone else 1% 
Don’t know 6% 
Refused 1% 
N 339 

 
DEM1. Next, I am going to read a list of names, and I can repeat the list if that helps. 
 New Jersey plans to hold its presidential primaries Feb. 5. If the Democratic   
 primary for president were held today, which of the following would you support   
 for the Democratic nomination: [see below], or someone else? [ROTATE    
 NAMES] 
 
 (Asked of registered voters who identified themselves as Democrats or leaning Democratic) 
 

 Aug. 
2007 

Hillary Clinton 45% 
Barack Obama 21% 
John Edwards 16% 
Joe Biden  4% 
Dennis Kucinich 1% 
Bill Richardson 1% 
Chris Dodd 0% 
Mike Gravel 0% 
Someone else 1% 
Don’t know 10% 
Refused 1% 
N 420 
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GOP2/DEM3. Are you very sure about voting for [FILL NAME]; or might you change your mind  
  before the primary? 
 
 

 Aug. 2007 
 Republicans 

and 
Republican 

leaners 

Giuliani 
primary 

supporters

Democrats 
and 

Democratic 
leaners 

Clinton 
primary 

supporters 

Very sure 42% 47% 46% 51% 
Might change 57% 52% 52% 48% 

Don’t know/Refused 1% 0% 2% 1% 
N 312 199 378 187 

 
 
M1. In the general presidential election, if Hillary Clinton were the Democratic Party's candidate and 
Rudy Giuliani were the Republican Party's candidate, who would you be  more likely to vote for: Hillary 
Clinton, the Democrat, or Rudy Giuliani, the Republican? (IF UNSURE): As of today, who do you lean 
more toward? 
 
M2. In the general presidential election, if Hillary Clinton were the Democratic Party's candidate, 
Rudy Giuliani were the Republican Party's candidate, and Michael Bloomberg ran as an independent 
candidate, who would you be more likely to vote for: Hillary Clinton, the Democrat, Rudy Giuliani, the 
Republican, or Michael Bloomberg, the  independent? (IF UNSURE): As of today, who do you lean more 
toward?  
 

 2008 Presidential Race 

August 2007 Clinton Giuliani Bloomberg Other 
candidate 

Would 
 not vote 

DK/RF/ 
Undecided (n) 

Without Bloomberg in the 
race 47% 44% --- 1% 2% 6% 891 

With Bloomberg in the 
race 39% 35% 18% 0% 1% 7% 891 
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M3. In the general presidential election, if Barack Obama were the Democratic Party's candidate and 
Rudy Giuliani were the Republican Party's candidate, who would you be  more likely to vote for: Barack 
Obama, the Democrat, or Rudy Giuliani, the Republican? (IF UNSURE): As of today, who do you lean 
more toward? 
 
M4. In the general presidential election, if Barack Obama were the Democratic Party's candidate, 
Rudy Giuliani were the Republican Party's candidate, and Michael Bloomberg ran as an independent 
candidate, who would you be more likely to vote for: Barack Obama, the Democrat, Rudy Giuliani, the 
Republican, or Michael Bloomberg, the  independent? (IF UNSURE): As of today, who do you lean more 
toward?  
 
 

 2008 Presidential Race 

August 2007 Obama Giuliani Bloomberg Other 
candidate 

Would 
 not vote 

DK/RF/ 
Undecided (n) 

Without Bloomberg in the 
race 43% 45% --- 0% 2% 9% 891 

With Bloomberg in the 
race 34% 35% 20% 0% 1% 9% 891 
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M1. In the general presidential election, if Hillary Clinton were the Democratic Party's candidate and 
Rudy Giuliani were the Republican Party's candidate, who would you be  more likely to vote for: Hillary 
Clinton, the Democrat, or Rudy Giuliani, the Republican? (IF UNSURE): As of today, who do you lean 
more toward? 

 

 2008 Presidential Race 

 Clinton Giuliani Other 
Candidate 

Would 
Not Vote 

DK/RF/ 
Undecided (n) 

August 2007 Registered voters 47% 44% 1% 2% 6% 891 
Party ID Democrat 80% 13% 0% 1% 6% 268 
 Republican 13% 84% 0% 1% 1% 205 
 Independent 39% 49% 0% 3% 9% 325 

Approve 11% 80% 1% 1% 7% 231 Bush job 
approval Disapprove 59% 32% 1% 2% 6% 618 
Gender Male 44% 49% 1% 2% 4% 434 
 Female 49% 40% 0% 1% 9% 457 
Race White 37% 54% 0% 2% 7% 713 
 Non-white 78% 14% 1% 2% 4% 146 
Age 18-29 ** ** ** ** ** ** 
 30-49 48% 45% 0% 1% 5% 294 
 50-64 44% 46% 2% 2% 6% 263 
 65+ 43% 44% 1% 3% 10% 269 

Education High school or 
below 50% 39% 1% 1% 8% 217 

 Some college and 
above 44% 48% 0% 2% 5% 666 

Region North 48% 45% 0% 2% 6% 426 
 Central 41% 49% 1% 3% 7% 225 
 South 48% 42% 0% 1% 8% 210 

 
**Subgroup contains fewer than 50 respondents. 
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M3. In the general presidential election, if Barack Obama were the Democratic Party's candidate and 
Rudy Giuliani were the Republican Party's candidate, who would you be  more likely to vote for: Barack 
Obama, the Democrat, or Rudy Giuliani, the Republican? (IF UNSURE): As of today, who do you lean 
more toward? 
 

 2008 Presidential Race 

 Obama Giuliani Other 
Candidate 

Would 
Not Vote 

DK/RF/ 
Undecided (n) 

August 2007 Registered voters 43% 45% 0% 2% 9% 891 
Party ID Democrat 70% 20% 1% 3% 6% 268 
 Republican 10% 82% 1% 1% 6% 205 
 Independent 38% 48% 0% 2% 12% 325 

Approve 8% 86% 0% 0% 6% 231 Bush job 
approval Disapprove 56% 32% 1% 3% 8% 618 
Gender Male 43% 48% 0% 2% 7% 434 
 Female 43% 43% 1% 2% 11% 457 
Race White 36% 53% 0% 2% 10% 713 
 Non-white 67% 21% 1% 4% 6% 146 
Age 18-29 ** ** ** ** ** ** 
 30-49 42% 47% 0% 3% 8% 294 
 50-64 41% 49% 2% 1% 7% 263 
 65+ 42% 43% 0% 2% 13% 269 

Education High school or 
below 40% 46% 1% 2% 11% 217 

 Some college and 
above 45% 45% 0% 2% 8% 666 

Region North 45% 44% 1% 2% 7% 426 
 Central 40% 48% 0% 3% 9% 225 
 South 42% 44% 0% 1% 14% 210 

 
 **Subgroup contains fewer than 50 respondents. 
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ISS1.In deciding who you would like to see elected President next year, what issue will be most important 
to you? (DON’T READ LIST. CODE RESPONSE, OR TYPE SPECIFIC ISSUE IN “OTHER” IF NOT 
ON LIST) 
 

 Aug. 
2007 

The war in Iraq 37% 
Terrorism and national security 8% 
Immigration 5% 
Health care 13% 
The economy and jobs 10% 
Education 3% 
The environment and global warming 2% 
Other 17% 
Don/t know/Refused 5% 
N 891 

 
 
CA1.Regardless of which candidate for president you support, which one of the candidates,  (ROTATE 
AND READ OPTIONS #1-2), do you think would do the best job of….(ROTATE AND READ A-D) [IF 
SOME OTHER CANDIDATE, ASK:] If you had to choose between (READ OPTIONS #1-2)…? 
 
 

 2008 Presidential Race 

August 2007 Clinton Giuliani None of 
the above 

All the 
same/ 
Equal 

DK/RF (n) 

Protecting the nation from 
terrorist attacks 35% 53% 3% 2% 7% 891 

Making health care more 
affordable 61% 26% 4% 1% 8% 891 

Managing the war in Iraq 40% 44% 5% 2% 9% 891 
Improving education 57% 29% 2% 2% 10% 891 
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CA2.Regardless of which candidate for president you support, which one of the candidates,  (ROTATE 
AND READ OPTIONS #1-2), cares more about the problems of people like you?  (IF SOME OTHER 
CANDIDATE, ASK:) If you had to choose between (READ OPTIONS #1-2)…? 
 

 2008 Presidential Race 

August 2007 Clinton Giuliani None of 
the above 

All the 
same/ 
Equal 

DK/RF (n) 

Cares more about the problems of 
people like you? 49% 34% 8% 3% 6% 891 

 
 
VT1.Do you think most people you know will be more likely to vote for Hillary Clinton because she is a 
woman, less likely to vote for her because she is a woman, or won't that matter to people one way or the 
other? 
 

 2008 Presidential Race 

 More likely Less likely Won’t matter DK/RF (n) 

Rutgers-Eagleton  
New Jersey Poll Aug. 2-7, 2007 12% 21% 62% 5% 891 

CBS News/New York Times 
National Poll July  9-17, 2007 13% 33% 52% 2% 1,398 
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Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling his job as President? (B1) 
 
 

  Approve Disapprove DK/RF (n) 
Aug. 2007 Registered voters 24% 72% 4% 891 
Oct. 2006 Registered voters 33% 62% 5% 695 
Sept. 2006 Registered voters 32% 60% 8% 660 
June 2006 Registered voters 31% 62% 7% 699 
Mar. 2006 Registered voters 31% 63% 7% 676 
Feb. 2005 Registered voters 46% 50% 4% 678 
Oct. 2004 Registered voters 46% 49% 6% 664 
Jan. 2004 Registered voters 50% 45% 6% 679 
Sept. 2003 Registered voters 56% 38% 6% 628 
May 2003 Registered voters 62% 31% 8% 773 
Jan./Feb. 2003 Registered voters 58% 30% 12% 301 
Sept. 2002 Registered voters 71% 24% 6% 596 
Feb./Mar. 2002 Registered voters 82% 15% 4% 622 
Apr. 2001 Registered voters 57% 34% 9% 606 
Jan. 2001 Registered voters 43% 21% 37% 636 

 
  


