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MENENDEZ MAINTAINS LEAD IN SENATE RACE 

 Voters increasingly associate Kean with President Bush 
 Mendendez leads on many issues important to voters 

 U.S. Sen. Robert Menendez holds a four-point lead over state Sen. Tom Kean Jr. in the 

race for U.S. Senate, and a growing percentage of voters are associating Kean with President 

Bush, according to the latest Rutgers-Eagleton Poll. 

  The survey, conducted June 14-19, found that Menendez leads Kean 42 percent to 38 

percent among registered voters in New Jersey. The telephone poll of 699 registered voters has a 

margin of sampling error of +/- 3.7 percent. Menendez, a Democrat, led Kean, a Republican, 40 

percent to 35 percent among registered voters in the last Rutgers-Eagleton Poll, conducted March 

26-30. 

 The poll found that an increasing percentage of voters are associating Kean with the 

policies of President George W. Bush. Fifty percent said they associated Kean with Bush “very” 

or “somewhat” closely,  up seven percentage points since March. At the same time, 31 percent of 

registered voters said they approved and 62 percent said they disapproved of the job Bush is 
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doing as president, unchanged since March and Bush’s lowest approval rating in New Jersey 

since taking office in January 2001.  

 Eighteen percent of voters said they associated Menendez with Gov. Jon Corzine “very 

closely” and 32 percent said they associated the two men “somewhat closely,” similar to the 

findings from the March poll.  Corzine appointed Menendez to serve the remaining year of 

Corzine’s Senate term when Corzine became governor in January. 

 “The increasing association of Kean with Bush and a low Bush approval rating could be a 

fatal combination for Kean,” said Murray Edelman, distinguished scholar at the Eagleton Center 

for Public Interest Polling. ”On the other hand, even though the perceived connection between 

Mendendez and Corzine has not increased among voters, it still could be very troublesome for 

Menendez once Corzine’s budget takes effect.” 

 The poll also asked voters, using a scale of extremely important, fairly important, not that 

important, or not at all important, to rate the importance of candidate positions on eight issues in 

making a choice for the Senate. Of the eight issues, most voters ranked the war in Iraq as 

extremely important (68 percent), followed closely by the economy (67 percent), health care and 

prescription drugs (64 percent), and education (63 percent). Immigration, currently a major issue 

on the national political scene, was rated extremely important by fewer than half of registered 

voters (48 percent). 
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% Extremely Important 

 

Issue All Democrats Republicans Independents 

The war in Iraq 68 75 59 68 
The economy 67 72 63 66 
Health care and 
prescription drugs 64 67 57 64 

Education 63 73 52 59 
Social Security 60 69 48 55 
Government ethics 
and the integrity of 
public officials 

59 51 71 62 

Developing 
alternate sources of 
energy 

54 58 46 58 

Immigration 48 44 52 48 
 

 Democrats and independent voters were most likely to rate the war in Iraq as extremely 

important. Republican voters, however, were most likely to rate government ethics as extremely 

important. 

 Taking into account the candidate preferences of voters who rated issues as extremely 

important, Menendez leads Kean by substantial margins among voters on six issues:  Iraq (48 

percent to 36 percent); education (50 percent to 33 percent); health care (47 percent to 34 

percent); the economy (46 percent to 35 percent); Social Security (47 percent to 32 percent); and 

developing alternate sources of energy (46 percent to 34 percent). Kean leads Menendez on 

government ethics and the integrity of public officials (43 percent to 38 percent); and the two run 

even on immigration. (The full table is available in the attached background memo.) 
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 “The data suggest that as long as Kean keeps the focus on ethics, he has an edge,” 

Edelman said. “But if issues like Iraq, education, and health care become more prominent in the 

contest, Menendez could gain a real advantage.”  

 The high number of undecided voters – 17%, down from 20 percent in March – is a 

reminder that the race is in its early stages. “It is likely that, with the exception of the most 

highly engaged voters, people have yet to fully focus on the Senate race,” Edelman said. 

 Independent voters express the highest level of uncertainty, with 27 percent saying they 

are undecided, compared to 9 percent of Republicans and 12 percent of Democrats. Menendez 

and Kean are running even among independent voters, while Kean is doing a better job than 

Menendez of attracting voters from his own party. Eighty percent of Republican voters say they 

will back Kean, while 71 percent of Democratic voters say the same about Menendez. 

 “Given the numerical edge that Democrats have over Republicans in New Jersey, Kean 

will need to make further inroads among independents and moderate Democrats in order to win,” 

Edelman said. 
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BACKGROUND MEMO – RELEASE (EP 159-2) June 22, 2006 
 

 
The latest Rutgers-Eagleton Poll was conducted from June 14-19, 2006 with a scientifically selected random sample of 803 New Jersey adults.  
This sample yielded 699 adult residents registered to vote in New Jersey.  Most of the figures in this release are based on the statewide sample of 
registered voters. Sampling and data collection were conducted by Schulman, Ronca, & Bucuvalas, Inc (SRBI). 
 
All surveys are subject to sampling error, which is the expected probable difference between interviewing everyone in a population versus a 
scientific sampling drawn from that population.   The sampling error for a sample of 803 adults is + 3.5 percent, at a 95 percent confidence 
interval.  Thus if 50 percent of New Jersey adults were found to have a favorable opinion of a senatorial candidate, one would be 95 percent sure 
that the true figure would be between 47.5 and 53.5 percent (50 + 3.5) had all New Jersey adults been interviewed, rather than just a sample. The 
margin of sampling error for 699 registered voters is + 3.7 percent. Sampling error increases as the sample size decreases, so statements based on 
various population subgroups are subject to more error than are statements based on the total sample.  The following chart shows the relationship 
between sample size and sampling error.   Sampling error does not take into account other sources of variation inherent in public opinion studies, 
such as non-response, question wording or context effects.  This release contains the verbatim wording of all questions featured in the release. 
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If the election for the U.S. Senate were held today, for whom would you vote (ROTATE) Robert Menendez, 
the Democrat, Tom Kean Jr., the Republican, or some other candidate for Senate?  (G1) [Includes “Leaners” 
from G1a] 

 
 

 2006 Senate Horserace 

  Menendez Kean, Jr. 
Other 

Candidate 
Would 

Not Vote 
DK/RF/ 

Undecided (n) 
June 2006 Registered Voters 42% 38% 1% 2% 17% 699
 All Adults 41% 37% 1% 3% 18% 803
Party ID  Democrat 71% 15% 1% 1% 12% 247
  Republican 10% 80% 0% 1% 9% 183
  Independent 36% 34% 1% 2% 27% 214
  Something Else / 

Other 
34% 38% 0% 0% 28% 39

Gender Male 41% 41% 1% 2% 15% 
323

  Female 44% 36% 0% 1% 19% 376
Race White 35% 44% 1% 1% 19% 565
  Non-white 67% 21% 0% 2% 10% 120
Age 18-29 62% 21% 0% 3% 14% 45
  30-49 38% 45% 1% 1% 15% 240
  50-64 43% 38% 1% 1% 18% 243
  65+ 42% 35% 0% 1% 21% 163
Education  High School or 

below 
44% 32% 1% 2% 21% 187

  Some college and 
above 

41% 42% 1% 1% 15% 510

Region North 48% 35% 1% 1% 16% 314
  Central 46% 39% 0% 3% 11% 177
  South 32% 43% 1% 0% 24% 196
March 2006 Registered Voters 40% 35% 2% 3% 20% 676
 All Adults 39% 33% 2% 5% 21% 800
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How closely do you associate Republican Tom Kean, Jr. with the policies and actions of the administration of 
President George W. Bush? (G5) [ROTATE G5 and G6] 

 

 Very 
closely, 

Somewhat 
closely, or

Not 
closely 
at all? 

DK/RF (n) 

June 2006      
Registered Voters 12% 38% 26% 24% 699 
All Adults 12% 37% 26% 26% 803 
March 2006      
Registered Voters 12% 31% 28% 29% 676 
All Adults 12% 30% 26% 32% 800 

 
 

 
How closely do you associate Democrat Robert Menendez with the policies and actions of the administration 
of Governor Jon Corzine? (G6) [ROTATE G5 and G6] 

 

 Very 
closely, 

Somewhat 
closely, or

Not 
closely 
at all? 

DK/RF (n) 

June 2006      
Registered Voters 18% 32% 21% 29% 699 
All Adults 17% 34% 20% 30% 803 
March 2006      
Registered Voters 20% 30% 22% 29% 676 
All Adults 17% 31% 21% 32% 800 

 
 
 

I am going to read a list of some of the issues that will probably be discussed in this year’s Senate race. As I 
read each one, please tell me how important candidate positions on the issue will be in influencing your vote – 
extremely important, fairly important, not that important, or not at all important. (S3) [Respondents that said 
“Wouldn’t Vote” in S1 were skipped in S3]. 

 
 How important will candidate positions on [FILL – RANDOMIZE] be in influencing your 
 vote – extremely important, fairly important, not that important, or not at all important? 
 
 A Education 
 B Government ethics and the integrity of public officials 
 D Health care and prescription drugs 
 E The war in Iraq 
    F The economy 
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 G Social Security 
 H Immigration 
 I Developing alternate sources of energy 
 

 Registered Voters 

  
Extremely 
important 

Fairly 
important 

Not that 
important 

Not at all 
important DK/RF (n) 

Iraq 68% 22% 7% 2% 3% 691 
Economy 67% 28% 3% 2% 1% 691 
Health Care 64% 27% 7% 1% 1% 691 
Education 63% 30% 4% 2% 1% 691 
Social Security 60% 28% 8% 2% 1% 691 
Ethics 59% 28% 6% 4% 3% 691 
Energy 54% 36% 6% 2% 1% 691 
Immigration 48% 33% 15% 3% 1% 691 

 
 
 Vote choice (including leaners) among individuals who said the issue was extremely important to 
them. 
 
 

 Registered Voters 

  Menendez Kean, Jr. (n) 
Iraq 48% 36% 465 
Economy 46% 35% 459 
Health Care 47% 34% 427 
Education 50% 33% 415 
Social Security 47% 32% 403 
Ethics 38% 43% 427 
Energy 46% 34% 380 
Immigration 41% 40% 324 

 
 
Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling his job as President? (B1) 
 

June 2006  
Approve Disapprove DK/RF (n) 

Registered Voters 31% 62% 7% 699 
All Adults 31% 62% 7% 803 
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PAST SURVEYS Approve Disapprove DK/RF (n) 
     
Registered Voters     
---March 2006 31% 63% 7% 676 
---February 2005 46% 50% 4% 678 
---October 2004 46% 49% 6% 664 
---January 2004 50% 45% 6% 679 
---September 2003 56% 38% 6% 628 
---May 2003 62% 31% 8% 773 
---Jan/Feb 2003 58% 30% 12% 301 
---September 2002 71% 24% 6% 596 
---Feb/Mar 2002 82% 15% 4% 622 
---April 2001 57% 34% 9% 606 
---January 2001 43% 21% 37% 636 

 
  


