EAGLETON POLL 65 (SL/EP15)

MAY 1987

Hello, ny nanme is (first and last name)--1"mon the staff of the Eagleton Poll
and I'mtaking a public opinion survey of New Jersey adults for Rutgers
University--1'd like your views on what New Jersey is like as a place to live

and on sone topics currently in the news

1. To begin with, for how nany years have you lived in New Jersey, or have you
lived here all of your life?

LESS THAN ONE
ONE OR TVWO

3- 5

6 - 10

11 - 20

21 - 30

MORE THAN 30
ALL MY LIFE
DON' T KNOW

O©CoOoO~NOULS WN P

N

Overall, how would you rate the job Ronal d Reagan is doing as President--
excel l ent, good, only fair or poor?

1 EXCELLENT
2 GOOD

3 ONLY FAIR
4 POOR

9 DON' T KNOW

3. How would you rate his handling of the nation's foreign affairs-excellent,
good, only fair or poor?

1 EXCELLENT
2 GOOD

3 ONLY FAIR
4 POOR

9 DON' T KNOW

B

How woul d you rate Reagan's handling of the problens of the econony? (REPEAT
OPTI ONS | F NECESSARY)

1 EXCELLENT
2 GOOD

3 ONLY FAIR
4 POOR

9 DON' T KNOW

5. Do you think that nost of the time Ronald Reagan is in charge of what goes on
in his adm nistration, or do you think that nost of the time other people are
really running the governnent?

1 REAGAN | N CHARGE
2 OTHERS RUN GOVERNMENT
9 DON' T KNOW



6. Do you think the Reagan administration is trying to cover up sone of the
facts about the Iranian arnms deal, or not?

YES- - COVERI NG UP

NO- - NOT COVERI NG UP

HAVEN T HEARD OF | RANI AN ARMS DEAL
DON' T KNOW | F COVERI NG UP

©ooNBF

7. Ronal d Reagan has said he did not know that the noney fromthe Iranian arns
sale was going to help the Contras who are fighting agai nst the government of

Ni caragua--Do you think he was telling the truth or was he |ying when he said

t hat ?

1 TELLI NG TRUTH
2 HE WAS LYI NG
9 DON' T KNOW

8. How nuch do you think the Congressional hearings into the Iran-Contra arnms
affair will hurt Reagan's ability to be an effective president for the rest of
his term-will they hurt hima lot, sone, alittle, or not at all?

A LOT

SOVE

A LITTLE
NOT AT ALL
DEPENDS
DON' T KNOW

OO~ WNLE

9. Turning now to issues in New Jersey |I'd like to first ask you sone questions
about autonobil e insurance. Conpared to people in other states, do you think New
Jersey drivers pay nore, |ess, or about the sanme for auto insurance?

1 MORE
2 LESS
3 SAME
9 DON' T KNOW

10. Do you think auto insurance rates in New Jersey have to be as high as they
are in order for insurance conpanies to stay in business, or do you think rates
could be lower--1F "LOAER," ASK: Do you think they could be a lot |lower or only
somewhat | ower?

A LOT LOVER
SOVEWHAT LOVER
HAVE TO BE HI GH
DEPENDS

DON' T KNOW

©O©OWN -

11. On average, New Jerseyans pay nore for auto insurance than drivers in any
other state--1'd like to read you sonme possible reasons for this, and would I|ike
you to tell me whether you agree or disagree with each. First , (READ FIRST | TEM
STARTI NG AT DESI GNATED PO NT), do you agree or disagree --

A car insurance is high because the |law allows people to sue for even m nor
injuries from accidents?



B insurance is high because there are so many cars and people in the state. This
means there are going to be a lot of accidents?

C car insurance is high because insurance compani es are maki ng unreasonabl e
profits?

D insurance is high because | awers encourage people with only minor injuries to
file lawsuits?

E car insurance is high because the auto insurance system provides drivers with
the best, npbst conplete protection?

1 YES
2 NO
9 DON' T KNOW

12. If a person's nedical expenses froma car accident exceed a certain anpunt
they can now sue for pain and suffering--There have been proposals to limt such
| awsuits to cases involving serious injury or death, but would not linit
sonmeone's ability to recover economic |osses or nedical expenses--Wuld you
approve or disapprove of limting lawsuits fromcar accidents to cases of
serious injury or death if it meant a significant reduction in car insurance
rates?

1 APPROVE
2 DI SAPPROVE
8 DEPENDS
9 DON' T KNOW

13. Wuld you be willing to reduce sonme of your auto insurance coverage or
benefits if it meant a significant reduction in your car insurance bill?

YES

NO

DEPENDS

NOT APPLI CABLE
DON' T KNOW

© 0O~NN P

14. On another issue, there has been sonme talk lately about building a stadi um
and bringing a major |eague baseball teamto New Jersey--Have you heard or read
anyt hi ng about this?

1 YES
2 NO
9 DON' T KNOW

15. How closely do you follow professional baseball--very closely, somewhat,
just alittle or not at all?

1 VERY CLOSELY

2 SOVEVWHAT CLOSELY
3 JUST A LITTLE

4 NOT AT ALL

16. Wuld you call yourself a fan of any of the teans in the area--the Phillies,
Mets or Yankees--IF YES, PROBE: Wich teans --

A PHI LLI ES?
B METS?
C YANKEES?



17. I'mgoing to read you four possible reactions to the idea of having a
basebal| teamin the state--Afterwards, please just tell ne which is closest to
your own Vi ew?

FIRST, | THI NK THE I DEA | S VERY EXCI Tl NG,

SECOND, WHILE NOT EXCITING | THINK IT IS A GOOD | DEA

THIRD, | REALLY DON' T CARE MUCH ABOUT I T ONE WAY OR THE OTHER
OR FOURTH, | AM OPPCSED TO THE | DEA.

DON' T KNOW

O WNPEF

18. How active should state governnent be in helping to build a stadi um and
attract a team-should it be very invol ved, somewhat involved, or should it not
get involved at all?

VERY

SOVEWHAT

NO | NVOLVEMENT
DEPENDS

DON' T KNOW

©O©o0owWwN Pk

19. I"'mgoing to read you three statenents sonme peopl e have nmade about possible
benefits of a baseball team-Please tell nme if you think each is a very good
reason to try and attract baseball, a pretty good reason, or not a good reason
to do this--First, (READ FIRST | TEM STARTI NG AT DESI GNATED PO NT) is this a very
good, pretty good or not really a good reason to build a stadium and get a team

Alt would bring in business and be good for the state's economy?

B It would be good for the state's i mage--how others see New Jersey?

CIlt would be a good addition to the recreational opportunities available to New
Jersey residents?

1 GOOD

2 PRETTY GOCD
3 NOT GOOD

9 DON' T KNOW

20. If a baseball stadiumis built, do you think it should be part of the
Meadow ands Sports Conplex in Northern New Jersey, or would you rather see it
| ocated nore in the center part of the state?

1 MEADOW.ANDS
2 CENTER

8 OTHER

9 DON' T KNOW

21. Do you think that any baseball team noving into the state should first agree
to use "New Jersey” in its team name, or not?

1 AGREE
2 NOT AGREE
9 DON' T KNOW

22. |If the New York Yankees noved to New Jersey do you think they should change
their name to the New Jersey Yankees, or should they keep their nane the sane?



1 NEW JERSEY YANKEES/ CHANGE
2 NEW YORK YANKEES/ KEEP

3 JUST " YANKEES"

9 DON' T KNOW NO OPI NI ON

23. Now, I'mgoing to read you a short |ist of ways people get involved in
public affairs beside voting in elections--For each please just tell ne if you
have or have not done it in the last 12 nonths--First, in the |last year have
you|

A Worked with others in your conmunity to solve a |ocal problenf?

B Contacted or witten a public official about sone problenf
C Gone to a political rally or government neeting?

D Contributed noney to a political candi date?

E Hel ped in soneone's canpaign for public office?

F Witten a letter to the editor of a newspaper?

G G ven nmoney to a PAC, interest group or cause?

1 YES

2 NO

9 DON' T KNOW

24. Anot her way people get involved in public affairs is through donating their
time to voluntary organi zations--that is working for no pay for non-profit
groups or charity--Please tell nme if you can recall having volunteered tinme to
each of the follow ng types of groups within the last 12 nonths -- |

A a religious group?

B a heal th organization?

C a civic or conmunity organi zation, or a group providing social services?

D a group involved with the arts?

E a group involved with education?

F have you volunteered time to any other type of non-profit group in the last 12
nont hs?

1 YES

2 NO

9 DON' T KNOW

25A. How often do you usually do Vol unteer work for these types of
organi zati ons--every week, at |east once a nonth, or a fewtines a year?

1 WEEKLY (USE "WEEK" BELOW

2 MONTHLY (USE " NMONTH' BELOW

3 YEARLY (USE " YEAH' BELOW

9 DON' T KNOW (USE " YEAR' BELOW

25B. And about how many tinmes do you do this in an average (WEEK/ MONTH YEAR) ?

25C. Wbul d you say you spend nore, |ess or about the sanme nunber of hours on
vol unteer work now than you did two years ago?

1 MORE HOURS
2 LESS HOURS
3 SAME HOURS



9 DON' T KNOW

26. My next few questions are about donating noney to charity, religious groups
or non-profit organizations--Before | begin | want to assure you that this
information will be used only for research purposes and not to solicit
donations--All your answers will be kept totally confidential--Thinking back
over the last 12 nonths, please tell nme if you can recall having contributed
noney to each of the following -- |

A a religious group?

B a heal th organization?

C a civic or conmunity organi zation, or a group providing social services?

D a group involved with the arts?

E a group involved with education?

F have you contributed noney to any other type of non-profit group in the | ast

year?

1 YES
2 NO
9 DON' T KNOW

27A. While | know it is difficult to estimte, about how nuch noney do you think
you gave to charity or non-profit groups in the last 12 nonths--your best guess
will be fine? ENTER ACTUAL AMOUNT | N BOXES

27B. Wuld you say you give nore, |ess or about the same ampunt of noney now
than you did two years ago?

1 G VE MORE
2 G VE LESS
3 G VE SAME
9 DON' T KNOW

28. On another issue, have you read or heard anything about the probl em of
overcrowding in New Jersey's prisons--1F "YES," ASK: How much have you heard--a
lot, sone, or just alittle?

1 ALCT

2 SOME

3 JUST A LITTLE
9 DON' T KNOW

29. How serious do you think the problem of prison overcrowding is in New
Jersey--very serious, sonewhat serious, or not very serious?

1 VERY

2 SOVEVHAT

3 NOT VERY

9 DON' T KNOW

30. And how concerned are you personally about the problem of prison
overcrowdi ng-- a great deal, pretty nmuch, just a little, or are you not at al
concerned with this issue?

1 GREAT DEAL



2 PRETTY MJCH

3 JUST A LITTLE
4 NOT AT ALL

9 DON' T KNOW

31. Inthe fall, New Jerseyans WII| be asked to vote on a bond issue of about
$200 million dollars to build nore prison facilities--As of now, would you favor
or oppose this bond issue--1F FAVOR OR OPPCSE, PROBE: Wul d you (favor/oppose)
it strongly or mldly?

STRONGLY FAVOR
M LDLY FAVOR

M LDLY OPPGOSE
STRONGLY OPPOSE
DEPENDS

DON' T KNOW

© O~ WNE

32. In general, do you favor or oppose |onger prison sentences for people
convicted of crimes involving illegal drugs?

1 YES
2 NO
9 DON' T KNOW

33. Do you favor this nore because you think it will stop people from using
drugs, or nmore as a way to punish them and keep them off the street?

1 STOP USE

2 PUNI SH KEEP OFF STREET
3 BOTH

9 DON' T KNOW

34. | have a couple of questions about al cohol and drugs, but want to assure you
that we aren't interested in any specific or personal information--1f you would
rather not answer, just let nme know-To your know edge, has anyone in your
househol d ever had a problemw th either al cohol, prescription drugs, or illega
drugs?

1 YES
2 NO
9 DON' T KNOW

35. Was this during the |ast twelve nonths or earlier than that?

DURI NG LAST 12 MONTHS
EARLI ER

BOTH

REFUSED

DON' T KNOW

©O©OWN -

36. Was the problemwi th al cohol, prescription drugs, or illegal drugs?

1 ALCOHOL

2 PRESCRI PTI ON DRUGS

3 | LLEGAL DRUGS

4 ALCOHOL AND PRESCRI PTI ON DRUGS
5 ALCOHOL AND | LLEGAL DRUGS



6 PRESCRI PTI ON DRUGS AND | LLEGAL DRUGS
7 ALL THREE

8 REFUSED

9 DON' T KNOW

Thi nki ng now about education

37. The State Departnent of Higher Education is considering undertaking a ngjor
construction programfor the state's coll eges and universities--It would be
funded by both public and private sources--Have you read or heard anything about
this progranf

1 YES
2 NO
9 DON' T KNOW

38. It has been estimated that $1.2 billion dollars will be needed over the next
fifteen years for the construction or renovation of facilities such as

| aboratories, classroonms, dormitories, and libraries at the state's public and
private colleges--1n general, would you favor or oppose a programto raise these
funds--1f "favor" or 'oppose', ASK: Wuld you (favor/oppose) it strongly or
mldly?

STRONGLY FAVOR
M LDLY FAVOR

M LDLY OPPOSE
STRONGLY OPPOSE
DEPENDS

DON' T KNOW

O©ooPr,wWNLBE

39a. O the total $1.2 billion dollars, $300 mllion--or about one-fourth-would
cone fromstate governnent. Do you think this is too nuch, too little, or about
the right amount for the state to contribute to such a progranf

1 TOO MJCH

2 TOO LITTLE

3 ABOUT RI GHT
9 DON' T KNOW

39b. Are you opposed because you think this programwould be too expensive,
because you don't feel the state's colleges and universities really need the new
facilities, or for some other reason?

TOO EXPENSI VE

NOT NEEDED

BOTH- - EXPENSI VE AND NOT NEEDED
OTHER REASON

DON' T KNOW

OB WNPEF

40. Overall, how would you rate the quality of state colleges and universities
in New Jersey--excellent, good, only fair, or poor?

1 EXCELLENT
2 GOOD

3 ONLY FAIR
4 POOR

9 DON' T KNOW



41. In general, do students get a better education at coll eges and universities
in New Jersey or those in other states?

1 NEW JERSEY

2 OTHER STATES
8 DEPENDS/ M XED
9 DON' T KNOW

42. Many New Jerseyans go to coll ege out of State--Do you think that if New
Jersey inproved the facilities at its state colleges and universities, nore New
Jerseyans would go to college in the state, or wouldn't it make a difference?

1 MORE WOULD GO I N STATE
2 MAKE NO DI FFERENCE
9 DON' T KNOW

43. Do you think the idea of businesses and Universities working together on
research projects is a good one, or should there be a separation between the
busi ness and academ ¢ comruniti es?

1 GOOD | DEA

2 SHOULD BE SEPARATI ON
8 DEPENDS

9 DON' T KNOW

44. Have you or anyone in your fam |y ever attended college in New Jersey?

1 YES
2 NO[Co to q.46]
9 DONT KNOW[CGo to g. 46]

(IF "YES" TO Q 44. ASK:)

45. WAas that at Rutgers, a state college, community college, or a private
school ? (ClI RCLE ALL THAT APPLY)

A RUTCERS

B STATE COLLEGE

C COVUNI TY COLLEGE

D PRI VATE (Drew, Princeton, Stevens Institute, NJIT, Farleigh-Dickinson, Rider
Seton Hall)

E OTHER ( SPECI FY: 1

F DON' T KNOW

46. Suppose soneone you know was thinki ng about becom ng a public schoo
teacher, and asked for your advice--Wuld you encourage themto beconme a
teacher, or discourage them-IF ENCOURAGE OR DI SCOURAGE PROBE: Woul d you
encour age/ di scourage them strongly or mldly?

STRONGLY ENCOURAGE
M LDLY ENCOURAGE

M LDLY DI SCOURAGE
STRONGLY DI SCOURAGE
NEI THER

DEPENDS

DON' T KNOW

O©ooUlh,WwWNER
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47. From what you nmay have heard, do you think nost public school teachers in
New Jersey find their work to be very satisfying, sonewhat satisfying, sonewhat
di ssatisfying, or very dissatisfying?

VERY SATI SFYI NG
SOVEWHAT SATI SFYI NG
SOVEWHAT DI SSATI SFYI NG
VERY DI SSATI SFYI NG
DEPENDS/ BOTH

DON' T KNOW

©O©ooPr~rwWNPE

48. DO you have nore respect for teachers than for people in other professions,
| ess, or about the sane anount?

MORE

LESS

SAMVE

DEPENDS/ OTHER
DON' T KNOW

©O©o0owWwN Pk

49. As far as you know, are people who want to teach in New Jersey public
schools required to pass a test before they are allowed to teach, or not?

1 YES
2 NO
9 DON' T KNOW

50. During the | ast couple of years, would you say the average starting salary
for public school teachers in New Jersey has gone up, gone down, or stayed about
t he sanme?

GONE UP
GONE DOWN
STAYED SAME
DEPENDS
DON' T KNOW

O©OoOWN -

51. On another issue, if housing that |ow and noderate incone famlies could
afford to rent or buy were proposed for your community, would you approve or
di sapprove--1f Approve/ Di sapprove, PROBE: Wuld you (approve/ di sapprove)
strongly or mldly?

STRONGLY APPROVE [Go to q. 53]
M LDLY APPROVE [Go to q.53]
M LDLY DI SAPPROVE

STRONGLY DI SAPPROVE

DEPENDS [Go to g. 53]

DON' T KNOW

U~ WNPE

(IF #3, 4, 8, OR 9 TO Q 51, ASK:)

52. Woul d you approve or disapprove of such housing in your community if it were
built as part of a devel opnent that included m ddl e and upper-income housing

al so?

1 APPROVE
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2 DI SAPPROVE
8 DEPENDS
9 DON' T KNOW

53. Which level of governnment can do the best job of insuring that there is
enough affordabl e | ow and noderate incone housing in New Jersey--would you say
| ocal, county, or the state governnent?

LOCAL

COUNTY

STATE

COMBI NATI ONS
NONE OF ABOVE
DON' T KNOW

OCUTh~WNPE

54. I n a decision known as "Munt Laurel," the New Jersey Suprene court said
that municipalities cannot exclude | ow and noderate incone housing fromtheir
comunities--Do you approve or disapprove of this decision?

1 APPROVE

2 DI SAPPROVE

8 DEPENDS

9 NOT SURE/DON' T KNOW

55. Do you think the New Jersey Supreme Court should be able to hear cases about
the kinds of housing nmunicipalities allowto be built: or, should these
decisions be left entirely to the municipality with the Court having no
authority to review their decisions?

1 COURT SHOULD BE ABLE TO REVI EW DECI SI ONS

2 DECI SIONS LEFT ENTI RELY TO MUNI Cl PALI TI ES, NO COURT REVI EW
8 DEPENDS

9 DON' T KNOW

On a slightly different topic.
56. Have you ever hunted?
1 YES

2 NO
9 DON' T KNOW

57a. Have you gone hunting at all during the past two years?

1 YES
2 NO
9 DON' T KNOW

57b. Has anyone in your famly or any of your close friends gone hunting in the
past two years?

1 YES
2 NO
9 DON' T KNOW
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58. In order to control the nunber of deer in New Jersey, the state permits the
hunti ng of deer during certain times of the year. Do you approve or disapprove
of deer hunting?

1 APPROVE [Go to q.59a]
2 DI SAPPROVE [Go to . 59b]
9 DON'T KNOW[Go to g. 60]

59a. Do you strongly approve of deer hunting or do you mldly approve of it?

1 STRONGLY APPROVE
2 M LDLY APPROVE
9 DON' T KNOW

59b. Do you strongly disapprove of deer hunting or do you mldly disapprove of
it?

1 STRONGLY DI SAPPROVE
2 M LDLY DI SAPPROVE
9 DON' T KNOW

Now just a few npre questions so we can classify your answers.

60. In politics as of today, do you consider yourself a Denobcrat, Republican
| ndependent, or sonething el se?

DEMOCRAT [Go to . 62]
REPUBLI CAN [Go to q.62]
| NDEPENDENT

SOVETHI NG ELSE/ OTHER
DON' T KNOW NO OPI NI ON

O~ WNPEF

(IF #3, 4, OR 9 TO Q 60, ASK:)

61. Do you lean nore toward the Denpcratic Party or nore toward the Republican
Party?

DEMOCRATI C PARTY
REPUBLI CAN PARTY
OTHER PARTY

NEI THER

DON' T KNOW NO OPI NI ON

O WNPE

62. Regardless of the political party you mght favor, do you consider yourself
to be a liberal, conservative, or somewhere in between?

1 LIBERAL [Go to q.64]

2 CONSERVATIVE [Go to q.64]
3 SOMVEWHERE | N BETWEEN

9 DON' T KNOW NO OPI NI ON
(IF #3 OR #9 TO Q 62. ASK:)

63. Do you lean nore toward the liberal side or nore toward the conservative
si de?

1 LI BERAL
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2 CONSERVATI VE
3 OTHER/ NEI THER
9 DON' T KNOW NO OPI NI ON

64. Did you receive a high school diplom?
1 YES

2 NO[CGo to g.66]

9 DON'T KNOW[Go to q. 66]

65. Did you ever attend college--1F YES, ASK: "Did you graduate?

1 YES, GRADUATED

2 YES, DI D NOT GRADUATE

3 JUNI OR COLLEGE- - GRADUATE

4 VOCATI ONAL/ TECHNI CAL SCHOOL
5 NO

9 DON' T KNOW

66. Are you currently enployed, tenporarily laid off, retired or not enployed?

EMPLOYED
TEMPORARI LY LAI D OFF
RETIRED [Go to q.68]

NOT EMPLOYED [Go to q. 68]
DON' T KNOW[Go to q.68]

O WNPF

(IF #1 OR #2 TO Q 66. ASK:)
67. Do you get paid at an hourly rate, a salary, or are you self-enpl oyed?

1 HOURLY (AND Pl ECEVORK)

2 SALARI ED (AND COVM SSI ONS)
3 SELF- EMPLOYED

9 DON' T KNOW

68. Are you the chief wage earner in your househol d?

1 YES [Go to qg.70]
2 NO

(IF "NO' TO Q 68, ASK:)

69. |Is the chief wage earner in your household currently enployed, tenporarily
laid off, retired or not enployed?

EMPLOYED
TEMPORARI LY LAID OFF
RETIRED [Go to q.71]

NOT EMPLOYED [Go to . 71]
DON' T KNOW[Go to q. 71]

O WNPE

(IF #1 OR #2 TO Q 69, ASK:)

70. Does/did the chief wage earner get paid at an hourly rate, paid a salary, or
is the chief wage earner self-enployed?
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1 HOURLY (AND PI ECEVORK)

2 SALARI ED (AND COWM SSI ONS)
3 SELF- EMPLOYED

9 DON' T KNOW

71. Do you own or rent your apartment or house?

OWN

RENT

LI VE RENT FREE W TH PARENTS/ RELATI VES
BOTH OWN AND RENT

NOT DETERM NED

OB WNPEF

72. Are you married, w dowed, divorced, separated, or have you never been
married?

MARRI ED

W DOVED

DI VORCED
SEPARATED
NEVER MARRI ED
DON' T KNOW

OO~ WNPE

73. Are you white, black or of Hispanic origin?

VWH TE

BLACK

HI SPANI C

OTHER ( SPECI FY:
NOT DETERM NED

OB WNPEF

74. What was your age on your |ast birthday?
(CODE # OF YEARS, 99=REFUSED AND CODE)
74A. What was your age on your |ast birthday?

18- 20

21-24

25- 29

THI RTI ES ( 30- 39)
FORTI ES (40- 49)

FI FTI ES (50-59)
60- 64

65 OR OVER

NO ANSWER/ REFUSED

O©CoO~NOULA,WNPE

75. And what nmonth were you born in?

76. | ncluding yourself, how nany people 18 years of age or older live in your
househol d?

77. \Were do you live--in what township or nunicipality?
77a. In what county is that?
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78. So that we can group all answers, what is your total annual famly incone
before taxes: Under $10,000; $10,000 to $15,000; $15,000 to $20,000; $20,000 to
$30, 000; $30, 000 to $50, 000; over $50, 0007

UNDER $10, 000

$10, 001 - $15, 000
$15,001 - $20, 000
$20, 001 - $30, 000
$30, 001 - $50, 000
OVER $50, 000
REFUSED/ DON' T KNOW

O©COoO U, WNE



