EAGLETON POLL 50 (SL/EP 1)
OCTOBER 1983

Hello, ny nanme is (first and last nane) and |I'mtaking a public opinion poll for
the Eagleton Institute of Rutgers University. I'd |ike your views on sone
i mportant issues facing the state of New Jersey and the nation

1. To begin with, for how many years have you lived in New Jersey, or have you
lived here all of your life?

1 LESS THAN ONE
2 ONE OR TWO

3 3 5

4 6-10

511 - 20

6 21 - 30

7 MORE THAN 30
8 ALL MY LIFE

9 DON' T KNOW

2. Now | have sone questions on the job Ronald Reagan is doing as President. For
each question | ask, please tell nme whether you think he is doing an excellent,
good, only fair, or poor job....|

A Overall, how would you rate the job Ronald Reagan is doing as President--
excel l ent, good, only fair or poor?

B His handling of the nation's foreign affairs--excellent, good, only fair or
poor ?

C Reagan's handling of the problens of the economy?

3. Thinking back over Reagan's first 1,000 days in office, do you think he
deserves to be re-elected for a second term or not?

1 YES
2 NO
9 DON' T KNOW

4. Turning now to politics in New Jersey, how would you rate the job Tom Kean
( PRONOUNCED KANE) is doing as Governor--excellent, good, only fair or poor?

1 EXCELLENT
2 GOOD

3 ONLY FAIR
4 POOR

9 DON' T KNOW

5. What is the main reason why you would give himthis rating--PROBE: Can you be
nore specific?

6. Do you know whether Kean is a Denocrat or Republican--1F YES: Wich one?
1 DEMOCRAT

2 REPUBLI CAN
9 DON' T KNOW



7. How good a job do you think the New Jersey State Legislature is doing --
excel l ent, good, only fair, or poor?

EXCELLENT
GOOD

ONLY FAIR
POOR

DON' T KNOW

O WDNPEF

8. And how good a job are the representatives fromyour district in the state
Senate and Assenbly doi ng--excellent, good, only fair or poor?

EXCELLENT

GOOD

ONLY FAIR

POOR

DEPENDS- DI FFERENT RATI NGS FOR DI FFERENT PEOPLE (VOL.)
DON' T KNOW

OO~ WNLE

©

VWi ch party would you rather see in control of the state |egislature, the
Denocrats or the Republicans?

DEMOCRATS

REPUBLI CANS

NO DI FFERENCE/ DOESN' T MATTER/ DOESN T LOOK AT
NEI THER I T TH S WAY

DON' T KNOW NO OPI NI ON

O WNPEF

11. In Novenber there will be an election for the New Jersey State Assembly and
Senate. How interested are you in this election-very interested, somewhat
interested, or not at all interested?

1 VERY | NTERESTED

2 SOVEWHAT | NTERESTED
3 NOT AT ALL

9 DON' T KNOW

12. Are you registered to vote here in New Jersey--IF YES, PROBE: As a Denocrat,
Republ i can, | ndependent or sonething el se?

DEMOCRAT
REPUBLI CAN
| NDEPENDENT
OTHER

NO

DON' T KNOW

O©COh~hWNBE

13. As of now, how likely are you to vote in the Novenber election--do you think
you definitely will vote, probably will vote, probably not vote, or definitely
not vote?

14. [ AMONG VOTERS:] What do you think is the nost inportant issue in this
el ection--1F MORE THAN ONE | SSUE G VEN ASK RESPONDENT TO CHOOSE WHI CH IS MOST
| MPORTANT. | F RESPONDENT CAN T CHOOSE, TAKE FI RST | SSUE MENTI ONED?



15. [ AMONG VOTERS:] Which party do you think would be nore likely to do what you
want done about (I SSUE. MENTIONED IN Q. 14)--the Denocrats, Republicans, or
woul dn't there be any difference between then?

1 DEMOCRATS

2 REPUBLI CANS

3 NO DI FFERENCE
9 DON' T KNOW

16. [AMONG VOTERS:] If the election was held today, would you vote for the
Denocratic or Republican candidate for the State Senate from your district?

(IF DON T KNOVTO Q 16 , ASK:)

17. [ AMONG VOTERS:] Are you leaning nore toward the Denocratic candidate or the
Republ i can candi dat e?

1 DEMOCRATI C
2 REPUBLI CAN
9 DON' T KNOW NEI THER

18. [ AMONG VOTERS:] Woul d you vote for the Denpbcratic or Republican candi dates
for the State Assenbly?

BOTH DEMOCRATI C CANDI DATES/ DEMOCRATS
BOTH REPUBLI CAN CANDI DATES/ REPUBLI CANS
ONE DEMOCRAT, ONE REPUBLI CAN

DEMOCRAT ON ONE, UNSURE OF OTHER
REPUBLI CAN ON ONE, UNSURE OF OTHER
WLL NOT VOTE (VOL.)

DON' T KNOW UNSURE OF BOTH

O©OOUThWNPE

(I'F "UNSURE" OR "DON' T KNOW TO Q 18, ASK:)

19. Are you leaning nore toward the Denocratic candidate(s) or the Republican
candi date(s) ?

DEMOCRAT

REPUBLI CAN

ONE OF EACH

ONE DEM D. K. OTHER
ONE REP., D. K. OTHER
DON' T KNOW NEI THER

O© O~ WNBE

20. [AMONG VOTERS:] Governor Kean has said he will be canpaigning for Republican
candidates this fall. WIIl this nake you nore or less likely to support the
Republ i can candi dates in your district, or won't it nake any difference?

1 MORE LI KELY
2 LESS LI KELY
3 NO DI FFERENCE
9 DON' T KNOW

Now, sone brief questions about topics of conversation in New Jersey,



21. The New York Jets football teamw Il be nmoving to the Meadow ands sports
conplex in Northern New Jersey. Do you think the team name shoul d be changed to
the New Jersey Jets, or should the nane stay the New York Jets?

1 NEW JERSEY
2 NEW YORK
9 DON' T KNOW DON T CARE

22. Some people say that anti-pollution |aws di scourage the growh of jobs and

i ndustry. If you had to choose between maintaining strict anti-pollution |aws or
rel axing those laws to create nore jobs in New Jersey, which would you choose

| F BOTH MAI NTAI N LAWS AND CREATE JOBS, PROBE: Now suppose you had to choose one
side or the other--would you favor maintaining pollution |aws or creating new

j obs-- | F NECESSARY ASK: "Which one is nore inportant"?

1 MAI NTAIN STRI CT ANTI - POLLUTI ON LAWS
2 RELAX LAWS
3 CAN HAVE BOTH AT THE SAME TIME (VOL. RESP. ONLY)
9 DON' T KNOW
4 BOTH-- THEN MAI NTAI N STRI CT LAWS
5 BOTH-- THEN CREATE NEW JOBS
6 BOTH-- THEN REFUSES TO CHOOSE, | NSI STS ON BOTH
7 BOTH-- THEN UNDECI DED ABOUT WHI CH WOULD CHOOSE

23. Have you heard or read anything about "Senatorial Courtesy," a topic that
came up when the New Jersey Senate was deci di ng whether to confirma judge?

1 YES
2 NO DON T KNOwW

24. Senatorial courtesy is an unwritten rule that allows a state Senator to

bl ock the Governor's appoi ntnment of any person who is fromthe Senator's hone
district. The Senator involved is not required to state a reason for objecting.
On the whole, do you think New Jersey should or should not allow Senatoria
courtesy?

1 SHOULD

2 SHOULD NOT

8 DEPENDS (VOL.)
9 DON' T KNOW

Turning now to education here in New Jersey...

25. To begin with, are there any school -age children in your household (IF
NECESSARY: By school -age, | nean grades kindergarten through 12th grade.)?

(IF "YES" TO Q 25, ASK:) (IF “NO TO Q 25, GO TO Q 31)

26. [ PARENTS ONLY:] Does your child attend public or non-public school?
1 PUBLIC

2 NON- PUBLI C

3 M XED OR BOTH

9 DON' T KNOW

27. [ PARENTS ONLY:] Does the school your child attends have a conputer that
students can use?



1 NO
2 YES
9 DON' T KNOW

28. [PARENTS ONLY:] How inportant do you think it is to your child's education
that he or she learns to use a conputer--very, sonewhat or not very inportant?

1 VERY

2 SOVEVHAT

3 NOT VERY

9 DON' T KNOW

29. [PARENTS ONLY:] Do you have a child in elenentary or secondary school, or
bot h?

1 ELEMENTARY
2 SECONDARY
3 BOTH

9 DON' T KNOW

30. [PARENTS ONLY:] Thi nki ng back over the past few years, have you ever been
hesitant to discuss a problemw th school officials because you thought your
child m ght be penalized, have you never been worried about this; or have you
never had a problem you wanted to di scuss?

1 BEEN HESI TANT

2 NEVER BEEN WORRI ED
3 NEVER HAD A PROBLEM
9 DON' T KNOW

31. How closely do you follow what is going on in your |ocal school s-very
cl osely, sonewhat, or not at all?

1 VERY CLOSELY
2 SOVEVHAT

3 NOT AT ALL

9 DON' T KNOW

32. In general, how would you rate the job public schools are doing here in New
Jersey--excellent, good, only fair, or poor?

1 EXCELLENT
2 GOOD

3 ONLY FAIR
4 POOR

9 DON' T KNOW

33. How woul d you rate the job your |ocal schools are doi ng-excellent, good,
only fair, or poor--IF NECESSARY, CLARIFY: "I nmean schools in the community
where you live" ?

1 EXCELLENT
2 GOOD

3 ONLY FAIR
4 POOR

9 DON' T KNOW



34. How about the job teachers are doing in your |ocal schools-- Overall, would
you rate them excellent, good, only fair, or poor?

1 EXCELLENT
2 GOOD

3 ONLY FAIR
4 POOR

9 DON' T KNOW

35. In your opinion, is enough noney being spent on public schools in your
conmunity or not?

1 YES
2 NO
9 DON' T KNOW

36. Suppose the local public schools said they needed nore noney. Wuld you vote
for or against raising taxes for this purpose?

1 FOR
2 AGAI NST
9 DON' T KNOW DEPENDS

37. What do you think is the biggest problemw th which the public schools in
your comunity must deal ?

01 LACK OF DI SCI PLI NE

02 USE OF DRUGS

03 DI FFI CULTY GETTI NG GOOD TEACHERS
04 POOR, UNI NTERESTED TEACHERS

05 UNI NTERESTED PARENTS

06 UNI NTERESTED STUDENTS, TRUANCY
07 POOR CURRI CULUM

08 POOR STANDARDS

09 LACK OF EQUI PMENT

10 LACK OF MONEY, RESOURCES

11 POOR ADM NI STRATI ON

12 CRI ME, VANDAL| SM

98 NO PROBLEMs

99 DON' T KNOW OF A PROBLEM

OTHER, SPECI FY:

38. I'mgoing to read you sone goals of public education and would like you to
rate the job public schools in New Jersey are doing in neeting these goals as
excel l ent, good, only fair or poor. First, how about (...)--excellent, good,
only fair or poor...|

A teaching basic know edge and | earning skills?

B teachi ng vocational skills?

Cinstilling a respect for authority?

D preparing students for college?

E provi di ng career guidance and counseling?

F providing a good atnosphere for social devel opnment?

39. Please tell nme whether you think each of the follow ng should or should not
be a requirenment to graduate from hi gh school...|



A passing a conpetency test in reading, witing and math?

B 3 years each of math and science for coll ege-bound students?
C 3 years of math and science for all students?

D one course in how to use conmputers?

40. Do you think the quality of people going into teaching over the | ast decade
has gotten better, gotten worse, or stayed the sanme?

1 BETTER

2 WORSE

3 SAME

9 NO OPI NI ON

41. How serious is the problemof attracting talented people into teaching
today-- is it a very serious problem sonewhat serious, or not a very serious
probl enf?

1 VERY

2 SOVEVHAT

3 NOT VERY

9 DON' T KNOW

42. A nunber of proposals have been nade recently that sone people say wll
attract better teachers and encourage better teaching. One proposal is to raise
the starting pay of new teachers from about $13,500 to $18,500. Do you favor or
oppose this?

1 FAVOR
9 DON' T KNOW NO OPI NI ON
2 OPPGCSE

(IF "FAVOR OR D. K./ NO OPINION' TO Q 42, ASK:)

43. Woul d you favor or oppose this proposal if it added 35 million dollars to
the state budget, which would be nade up by an increase in taxes?

1 FAVOR
2 OPPGCSE
9 DON' T KNOW

44. Today there is a shortage of teachers in science, math, technical subjects
and vocational subjects. |If your local schools needed teachers in these

subj ects, would you favor or oppose paying them hi gher wages than teachers of
ot her subjects?

1 FAVOR
2 OPPGCSE
9 DON' T KNOW

READ SLOWLY:

45. Sone people say that teachers with outstanding ability should receive higher
pay than other teachers. They say this kind of bonus--called "nmerit pay" --would
reward excellence and inprove the quality of teachers in our schools. But other

people say that it's alnost inpossible to evaluate teachers objectively and that



it would allow school adm nistrators to play favorites. What do you think --do
you approve or disapprove of this idea of "merit pay?"

1 APPROVE
2 DI SAPPROVE
8 DEPENDS (VOL.)
9 DON' T KNOW

46. Another similar suggestion would pay higher salaries to "nmaster teachers"--
that is carefully selected classroomteachers who would not give up their own
teachi ng but would, in addition, serve as nodels and teach other teachers. Wuld
you approve or disapprove of this idea?

1 APPROVE

2 DI SAPPROVE

8 DEPENDS (VOL.)
9 DON' T KNOW

47. Teachers are now required to have taken courses in educational teaching

nmet hods and theories of learning--to be eligible for permanent certification

One proposal being discussed woul d al so give teaching licenses to other people
with coll ege degrees. They woul d have to pass a test in the subject and conplete
a one year supervised teaching internship, but would not have to take education
courses. Do you favor or oppose this?

1 FAVOR
2 OPPGCSE
9 DON' T KNOW

B47A. [WAVE 2 ONLY:] Do you think the quality of people going into teaching
over the |ast decade has gotten better, gotten worse, or stayed the sanme?

1 BETTER

2 WORSE

3 SAME

9 NO OPI NI ON

B47B. [WAVE 2 ONLY:] How serious is the problemof attracting tal ented people
into teaching today-- is it a very serious problem sonewhat serious, or not a
very serious problenf

1 VERY

2 SOVEVHAT

3 NOT VERY

9 DON' T KNOW

B47c. [WAVE 2 ONLY:] Suppose the local public schools said they needed nore
noney. Wbuld you vote for or against raising taxes for this purpose?

1 FOR

2 AGAI NST

8 DEPENDS

9 DON' T KNOW

Now just a few | ast questions so that we can classify your answers.



48. In politics as of today do you consider yourself a Denpocrat, Republican
| ndependent or sonething el se?

DEMOCRAT [Go to g.50]

REPUBLI CAN [Go to . 50]

| NDEPENDENT

SOVETHI NG ELSE

DON' T KNOW APOLI TI CAL/ NOTHI NG

O WDNPEF

(IF #3,4,9 TO Q 48, ASK:)
49. As of now do you lean nore towards the Denocratic party or Republican party?

LEANS DEMOCRATI C

LEANS REPUBLI CAN

LEANS OTHER

DOESN' T LEAN TO EI THER
DON' T KNOW

O WNPEF

50. Regardless of the political party you m ght favor, do you consider yourself
to be a liberal, conservative, or somewhere in between?

1 LIBERAL [Go to g.52]

2 CONSERVATIVE [Go to q.52]
3 SOMEWERE | N BETWEEN

9 DON' T KNOW NO OPI NI ON

(I'F "I'N BETVWEEN/ D. K. / NO OPI Nl OM' TO Q 50, ASK:)

51. Do you lean nore toward the |liberal side or nore toward the conservative
si de?

1 LI BERAL

2 CONSERVATI VE

3 OTHER/ NEI THER

9 DON' T KNOW NO OPI NI ON

52. Do you own or rent your apartment or house?

OMN

RENT

LI VE RENT FREE W TH PARENTS/ RELATI VES
BOTH OAWN AND RENT

NOT DETERM NED

O BWNPF

53. Is the chief wage earner in your household regularly enployed?

YES

TEMPORARI LY LAI D OFF
NO [Go to g.55]
RETIRED [ Go to q.55]
DON' T KNOW[Go to g.55]

O WNPEF

(I'F "YES OR TEMPORARI LY LAID OFF" TO Q 53, ASK:)

54. Does the chief wage earner get paid at an hourly rate, paid a salary, or is
the chi ef wage earner self-enpl oyed?



1 HOURLY (AND PI ECEVORK)

2 SALARI ED (AND COWM SSI ONS)
3 SELF- EMPLOYED

9 DON' T KNOW

55. Did you receive a high school diplom?
(I'F "YES" TO Q 55, ASK:)
56. Did you ever attend college--1F YES, ASK: "Did you graduate?”

1 YES, GRADUATED

2 YES, DI D NOT GRADUATE
3 NO

9 DON' T KNOW

57A. What was your age on your |ast birthday?
(CODE # OF YEARS; 99=refused and
57B. ACE | N CATEGORI ES?

18- 20

21- 24

25-29

THI RTI ES ( 30- 39)
FORTI ES (40- 49)

FI FTI ES (50- 59)
60 OR OVER

NO ANSWER/ REFUSED

O~NOOPA~WNBE

58. Does anyone in your household teach in a public elenentary or secondary
school in New Jersey--1F YES, PROBE: "ls that you, sonmeone el se or both?"

YES, RESPONDENT
YES, OTHER

YES, BOTH

NO

DON' T KNOW

O~ WNPEF

59. Are you white, black or of hispanic origin?

WHI TE
BLACK

HI SPANI C

OTHER ( SPECI FY)
NOT DETERM NED

OB WNPEF

60. Where do you live --in what township or nunicipality?
60a. In what county is that?
61. So that we can group all answers, what is your total annual famly incone

before taxes: Under $5,000, $5,000 to $10, 000; $10,000 to $15,000; $15,000 to
$20, 000; $20,000 to $30, 000; over $30, 0007



OCOoO U WNPE

UNDER $5, 000

$5, 000 - $10, 000
$10, 000 - $15, 000
$15, 000 - $20, 000
$20, 000 - $30, 000
OVER $30, 000
REFUSED/ DON' T KNOW

11



